United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
c COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22311-1450 

WU-W.USptD.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/776,042 



02/10/2004 



7590 02/22/2006 

Attention of Karen A. Fitzsimmons 
MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 



John Edward Fox 



12742.8USC1 



2121 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



PRINCE, FREDG 

zzi 



PAPER NUMBER 



1724 



DATE MAILED: 02/22/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 





Application No. 


Annlicantfs) 

ouuiivyt nisi 


Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary 


10/776,042 


FOX ET AL. 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Fred Prince 


1724 





All Participants: 

(1) Fred Prince . 

(2) Karen Fitzsimmons . 

Date of Interview: February 7. 2006 



Status of Application: 

(3) . 

(4) . 

Time: 10:30 



Type of Interview: 

£3 Telephonic 

□ Video Conference 

□ Personal (Copy given to: □ Applicant □ Applicant's representative) 

Exhibit Shown or Demonstrated: □ Yes No 
If Yes, provide a brief description: 

Part I. 

Rejection(s) discussed: 
35 USC 102(b) 

Claims discussed: 
14, 15, 43, 51 and 75 

Prior art documents discussed: 
US Pat No 3,815,547 to Willinger 

Part II. 

SUBSTANCE OF INTERVIEW DESCRIBING THE GENERAL NATURE OF WHAT WAS DISCUSSED: 

See Continuation Sheet 



Part III. 

□ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
directly resulted in the allowance of the application. The examiner will provide a written summary of the substance 
of the interview in the Notice of Allowability. 

S It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
did not result in resolution of all issues. A brief summary by the examiner appears in Part II above. 
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Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was discussed: The 
prosecution on the merits of the instant application has been reopened due to prior art (US 3,815,547) being found by 
the examiner. In order to expedite prosecution, applicant's representative and the examiner discussed amending the 
above-mentioned claims such that they include a recitiation of a frame constructed to maintain the relative positions of 
the first and second porous filter walls. It is the examiner's opinion that such a recitation would patentably distinguish 
the instant invention over the prior art. Applicant's representative will submit a supplemental amendment and the 
claims will be reconsidered. 



